
 

 

 

 

 

 

 STEWARDSHIP REPORT  

THE POWER OF TWO (+50) 

We consider Abel Eckhardt and Caitlin Ames the dynamic 
duo of stewardship. Together they have checked off a 
long, impressive list of Land Trust “honey-do’s” in our 
parks, preserves, and on the farm this year.  
 
Together, with volunteers and interns, our dynamic duo 
achieved the following…  

 Held 18 volunteer events where more than 50 people 
contributed over 300 hours of work 

 Made building improvements to Bill Fisher’s old apart-
ment (intern housing) at the old Fisher Pond warehouse 

 Supported Vashon Nature  
Center research projects by helping sample for forage 
fish eggs along Vashon’s shorelines, collecting mussels 
for shellfish toxin testing around the island, and  
assisting with the Island coyote population study 

 Removed 5 acres of fencing around one of this year’s  
new additions to the Judd Creek preserve 

 Thanks to King County, 3 buildings inside the stream 
buffer were demolished at the mouth of Judd Creek 

 Maintained 10 
miles of trails 

 Maintained 20 
acres of restora-
tion plantings 

 Built and rebuilt bridges on Christensen 

Pond trail 

 Built 150 feet of puncheons and turnpikes 

on the Judd Creek loop trail 

 Planted nearly 500 native trees and shrubs 

 We were happy to spend a week with our 
2017 Summer Interns contributing to 
restoration efforts along the Elwha River 

MATSUDA FARM UPDATE 

Matsuda Farm really “grew up” last year. Cover crop and 

infrastructure progress made in 2017 has us positioned to 

grow and produce food for the Vashon Food Bank, our 

first customer.  

Progress made on Matsuda Farm in 2017: 

 Built and sided new pump house, shed, and hoop house 
at Matsuda farm (lookin’ good over there!) 

 Brought water and power to the farm field (that was one 
hell of  a trench!) 

 Planted cover crop seed on 3 acres of  tilled land for cul-
tivation in 2018 

 Facilitated expansion of  Matsuda Pond habitat buffer 
planting with King Conservation District  

 Salvaged hundreds of  feet of  fencing, siding, and other 
lumber for farm building projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*  Not included are the in-kind gift of property by Mike Kneeshaw & unrealized gains on investments. Numbers are not audited.   

CONSERVATION HIGHLIGHTS 

The Judd Creek Preserve grew 9 acres when we were 
remembered in the will of neighbor and longtime 
Islander, Michael Kneeshaw, who left his home and 
land along Judd Creek to the Vashon Land Trust. 
We are actively restoring the home and will start on 
site restoration with the goal of opening the property 
“for the use and enjoyment of the people of Vashon 
Island”, as he requested in his will.  

The preserve grew another 12 acres with the purchase of 
two parcels in December. We’ll soon start site clean-up, 
invasive removal, and restoration - and look forward to 
developing a trail system through the properties so that 
the community can get out and enjoy these beautiful 
spaces in the heart of Paradise Valley.  

Be on the lookout for open house tours of our new Judd 
Creek additions in 2018. 

Photos from top, clockwise: Kids playing at the Big Sky Matsuda farm party, photo by 

Dawn Stief; Mike Kneeshaw, photographer unknown; Julie Grunwald opening the gate to 

our new 12 acre Judd Creek property, photo by Tom Dean; Putting up the hoop house at 

Matsuda Farm, photo by Tom Dean, Irrigation pump house at Matsuda Farm, photo by 

Julie Grunwald; Demolition at the mouth of Judd Creek, photo by Abel Eckhardt; Nee-

dle Creek volunteer party with Van Os Photo Safaris and our Land Trust SCA summer 

interns, photo by Caitlin Ames; Volunteer Steve Fogard planting trees at Judd Creek, 

photo by Susie Fitzhugh; Abel Eckhardt and Caitlin Ames building the farm tool shed at 

Matsuda Farm, photo by Tom Dean.  
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Mary Papa 
Karen Perla 
Charley Rosenberry 
Julie Shannon 
Jane Slade 
Snapdragon 
Gretchen Spranger 
Risa Stahl 

 
IN-KIND DONORS 

Caitlin Ames 
Andrew Will Wines 
Shannon Johns Beck 
Cassie Bergman 
Sherry Bottoms 
Marie Bradley 
Jeff Bronson 
Greg Burnham 
Bruce Busch 
Erika Carleton 
Jamie Nicole Clapperton 
Jake Conroy 
Linda Crayton 
Tom DeVries 
Jim Diers 
Andy Dunnicliff 
Abel Eckhardt 
Michael Elenko 
Elixir Wines 
Karen Fevold 
Susie Fitzhugh 
Michael Fitzpatrick 
Anneli Foght 
Barret Fox 
Karen Fuller 
Chip Giller 
Duncan Greene 
Martin Halliwell 
Rob Harmon 
Emma Hathaway 
Amy Beth Holmes 
Jay Holtz 
Kelly Keenan 
King Conservation District  
Cal Kinnear 
Martin Koenig 
Lagunitas 
Shango Los 
Caitlin Marie Little 
Sylvia Matlock 
Peter Murray 
Melinda Q Myra 
New Belgium Brewing 
Jeanie Okimoto 
Julie Olstad Grunwald 
Bella Ormseth 
Precept Wines 
Renee Rutkowski 
Sayre Law Offices 
Scarpetta Wines 
Ann Spiers 
Martin Stallings 
Erik Steffens 
Dawn Stief 
Hardware Store 
Don Stuart 
Jon Thomas 
Van Redeker Band 
Vashon Audubon Society 
Rob Verchick 
David Waterworth 
Jenny Wegley 
Julian White Davis 
Chris Woods & Michael 
Sperazza 
 
VOLUNTEERS 

Amy Huggins 
Anna Plummer & Stephen 
 Holtz 
John "Hooper" Havecotte 
Doug and Jan Milligan 
Guido and Karen Perla 
Owen & Rosie 
Tom Amorose 
Anne Atwell 
Parker Bright 
Fran Brooks  
Francesca Buitenkant 
Gene Carlson 
Dan Chasen 
Ben Clarke 
Kieran Enzian 
James Evans 
Susie Fitzhugh 
Steve Fogard 
Sally Fox and Steven Brown 
Francesca Fuller 
Coe Gibbs & Bob Anderson 
Barney Gill 
Jeff Good 
Susan Good 
Glenn Gray 
John "Hooper" Havekotte 
David Husch 
Bruce Jacks 
Phyllis Kaiden 
Darren Kavanagh 
Donna Klemka 
Marcus Laxton 
Desiree Leonard 
Robert Luke 
Zabette Macomber 
Sandie Mctighe 
Jan Milligan 
Elizabeth Moen 
Melissa Moen 
Sharon Moran 
Frances O'Reilly 
Owen & Rosie  
Mary Papa 
Karen Perla  
Tera Rica 
Terry Rice 
John Riley 
Charley Rosenberry 
Katy Sassara 
Laurel Saville 
Madeleine Schroeder 
Edith Sehulster 
Beverly Skeffington 
Jenny Snowden 
Kirk Starr 
Nodie Sullivan 
Sue Travathan 
Leslie Trew 
 

2017 BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS 

Tom Amorose, Vice 
 President 
Joseph Bogaard, Treasurer 
Eugene Carlson 
Linda Crayton 
Chip Giller 
Amy Holmes 
Mary Frances Lyons, Past 
President 
Zabette Macomber 
Kris Olson 
Charley Rosenberry  
Zoe Rothchild  
Tom Spring 
Kirk Starr, President  

 

mailto:erika@vashonlandtrust.org

